THE    LAST   DAYS   OF    MADRID

It is worth mentioning as a very curious fact that one
of the Army Corps, commanded during the advance by
Colonel Jurado, remained with no officer in command,
on account of this man's illness. I happened to be in
Valencia on the morning after the reported casualty of
Colonel Jurado and I received orders to go to Madrid at
once, where I should get instructions from the War
Minister, Seiior Prieto. I arrived in Madrid at nine o'clock
at night, wondering why I had been summoned, since
at that time I was Inspector General of Cavalry and
Director of the General Staff School, and so outside the
scope of the action which was proceeding. On my arrival
I presented myself to the Minister, and we arranged that
on the following morning he should give me my instruc-
tions on the mission which I had to fulfil. An hour later
the Chief of General Staff ordered me to take charge of
the 18th Army Corps.

I told him that I did not know the composition of that
Army Corps, its situation, the morale of its troops, or
indeed anything about it, and if it had to go into action
the following day it would do so without my making
previous reconnoitre of the territory. He told me that he
understood the difficulties of my task, but that I must go
immediately to headquarters where they would give the
facts of the situation, which according to him were pretty
unfavourable.

At two o'clock in the morning I arrived at what was
from that moment to be my Headquarters, and when I
asked the Chief of General Staff, Lieutenant-Colonel
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